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St Peter’s Catholic Parish 

Our mission as the Christian community of St Peter’s Parish, 
enlightened and inspired by the Holy Spirit,  

is to be salt and light through the loving way of our words, actions and respect for the 
dignity of all, so that other may experience the love of Christ. 

 

      We sincerely acknowledge the traditional owners of this land, the Yuin people. 
 

 

 

Churches 

Our Lady Star of the Sea, Eden 

St Joseph’s, Merimbula 

St Peter’s. Pambula  

St Joseph’s, Wyndham 
 

Reconciliation (Confession) 
Saturday, 9:30am - 10:00am, Merimbula 

Saturday, before Vigil Mass, Eden 
 

Adoration 

1st Friday of the month at 8:30am, 

Merimbula 

1st Sunday at 3pm, Eden 
 

Weddings 

By appointment only – at least 6 

months notice in advance. 
 

 
 

 

Mass Times 

Saturday,  6:00pm, Eden 

Sunday,  8:00am, Merimbula 

Sunday,  10:00am, Merimbula 

Tuesday  5:00pm, Merimbula 

Wednesday, 9:30am, Merimbula 

Thursday,  9:30am Eden 

Friday,   9:30am Merimbula 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Welcoming Mass – 4th Sat/Sun of the 

month prior to Baptism.  During Mass 

on 1st Saturday/Sunday of the 

month.  Please ring office for all 

Baptism preparation enquiries  
 

Divine Mercy Chaplet & Rosary 

Tuesdays at 4:30pm, St Joseph’s 

Merimbula 

 

Churches, Mass Celebrations and Prayer ….  

 

 

Contact Details 
 

Parish Priest 

Fr Paletasala (Pale) Leota 
 

Parish Secretary 

 
 

Parish Council Chair 

Mrs Bernadette Wood 
 

Liturgy Coordinator 

Ms Sue Heffernan 
 

Finance Chair 

Mr Neil Ffrench 
 

Lumen Christi Catholic College 

Mr Shane Giles (02)64958888 
 

Marriage Preparations  

Damien & Celi Kennedy 
 

Parish Office 

Hours – 10:00am to 1:00pm 

Wednesday to Thursday,  

Phone – 0435 036 236 

Email - pambula@cg.org.au  

Web - www.cg.org.au/pambula 

Address - 79 Main Street, PO Box 

249, Merimbula, NSW, 2548 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

REFLECTION by Fr Michael Tate 
 

Women and War 
 

Jesus entered Jerusalem, not as a warrior in the tradition of King David as many 

had hoped for, but riding simply on a donkey. The disciples and the crowd 

applauded him, but they proved fickle in their support. 

On the other hand, Jesus remained steadfast in his commitment to non-violent 

revolutionary change of the religious and political systems so as to establish the 

reign of God. Why did he renounce marshalling human and angelic warriors to 

further his cause? 

First, Jesus embodied God-for-us, and God does not want the destruction of those 

he has created out of love. Second, Jesus had a premonition that an armed  

revolt would lead to the destruction of Jerusalem and the dispersal of the Jewish 

people (as occurred in 70AD). Third, another Gospel (Luke) recounts that as Jesus 

laboured up Mount Calvary he turned to some wailing women and said, 

‘Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, weep rather for yourselves and for 

your children.’ He knew that they suffer grievously in armed uprising. This is seen in 

barbaric reality in our own time with women being tortured and raped in 

campaigns of terror, trafficked into sexual slavery, suffering the loss of sons, 

husband and lovers. We could take a moment to pray that the Church of the 21st 

century, successor of the pacifist Church of the first three centuries, may enter on  

a new period of reflection on these issues, grappling with the desire to protect the 
innocent, yet always challenged by the man on a donkey, Divine Prince of Peace. 

© Fr Michael Tate; mtate@bigpond.com  
 

© Fr Michael Tate; mtate@bigpond.com  

28 March, 2021 – Sixth Sunday of Lent 

 

 

”In truth this man was a 

son of God.” 

 

mailto:pambula@cg.org.au
https://www.facebook.com/PambulaCatholics/
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Planned Giving Collections:  First: $482.65; Second: Envelopes $429.90; Loose $227.75 
Thank you for your generosity and God bless you all 

Parish News and Events … Please ring 0435 036 236 for any parish enquiries  
 

No Parish Liturgy Committee Meeting in April 
 

PARISH CENTRE CLOSURE, Merimbula 
Due to some OH&S issues with the Merimbula Parish Centre it will be closed until further notice. A review will be 

completed and decisions taken as to the remedial action and /or future of the existing Centre. Whilst this Centre 

is unavailable, Parish Committee meetings will be held in Mary Mackillop Hall in Eden. Apologies for any 

inconvenience caused by this closure.    
 

Book-in for Mass  Please remember that as per restrictions we are still expected to book and check in for mass, 

maintain a special-distance of 2 square metres, receive Holy Communion in the hand only, refrain from physical 

contact when offering the Sign of Peace, and to sanitise when entering and exiting the premises. Please email or 

ring the parish office between 10am - 1pm Wed - Fri.  Ph: 0435036236 –  

https://www.catholicvoice.org.au/wpcontent/uploads/2020/10/201008_UpdatedArchProtocols_PercyA.pdf  

REMINDER:  The maximum number of people at a religious service (not including weddings and funerals) must not 

exceed 300 (120) people in or outside (30) subject to the 2 square meter rule.   
 

PLEASE KEEP FOLLOWING ALL OF THE COVID-19 PROTOCOLS IN THE CHURCH  

When you are checking in for mass, it would be appreciated if you use the online booking links on the parish 

website. http://cg.org.au/pambula/Home.aspx  They are clearly visible under the heading BOOK IN FOR MASS. 

Please click on the relevant link and register your details. This system is being regularly monitored and is much 

easier than using the email or voice message at the parish office. 

Please note that bookings for Eden Vigil Mass and 8:00 am Merimbula Mass close at 3:00 pm on Saturday and 

10:00 Merimbula Mass closes at 8:00 pm on Saturday. Please pass this to your friends and family. Thank you. 
 

The Catholic Daily Voice is available for you to subscribe to and receive via email by clicking on the attached 

link: https://www.catholicvoice.org.au/  and follow instructions online to subscribe. 
 

Project Compassion  

Please take home a Project Compassion box and/or a set of donation envelopes and support Caritas Australia 

this Lenten season themed “Be More”. Through your generosity and by aspiring to be more, you are assisting 

some of the world’s most vulnerable people build better futures for themselves, their families and their 

communities. You can donate through Parish boxes and envelopes, or by visiting 

www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or phoning 1800 024 413.  Please return Project Compassion envelopes 

and boxes 
 

Oliva, 22, could not read, write or count, and her business was losing money. Then she attended Caritas 

Australia-supported literacy and numeracy classes, and set up a home classroom to teach her neighbours. Now 

her classes, business and family are thriving, and she aims to become a pastor and run for local leadership. 

Please donate to Project Compassion 2021 and support people like Oliva’s gain access to education to build a brighter 
future and live in communities that upholds everyone’s dignity. You can donate through Parish boxes and envelopes, by 
visiting www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion  or phoning 1800 024 41  
 

 

FRIDAY PENANCE. Friday is a traditional day of penance and 

should be marked by prayer, self-denial and helping others. 

During Lent penance should be not only inward and individual, 

but also outward and social.  SC 110 

 

What Is the Meaning of Lent? - Biblical Meaning and Purpose 

Lent is meant to be a time of repentance. These 40 days are 

set aside to praise and worship the Lord; to read the Bible 

more, and to pray more often. Christians who observe Lent 

correctly anticipate deeper intimacy with the Lord. 

 

 

During Lent penance should be not 

only inward and individual, but also 

outward and social  SC110 

    
 

 

https://www.catholicvoice.org.au/wpcontent/uploads/2020/10/201008_UpdatedArchProtocols_PercyA.pdf
http://cg.org.au/pambula/Home.aspx
https://www.catholicvoice.org.au/
http://www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion
http://www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion
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Let Us Pray for and support those who are sick 
Geoff Heffernan, Fr Laurie Blake, Jennifer Wasley, Maree Linfoot, Mary O’Donnell, Judy O’Donnell, 

John Reynolds, Bill Petrie, Ysmael Valencia, Danielle Sou, Max Andrew, David Went, Ros Beveridge, 

Roy Bugden, Eric Mangion, Marie Hart, Anselmo Guiffre, Beata Denkiewicz.          
 

For the Faithful departed or whose anniversaries occur including, 
Otila L Wright, Arlette, Guidoni, Howard Collins, Patricia Friend, Sandra E. Wood, Monsignor Kevin  

Barry-Cotter, “Bill” Raymond William Thornton, Tupa’i Iakopo Nanai, Peter Grubesic, Mary Fenech,  

Brian Wyndham, Albina Dal Piva, Ruza Novinc, Maureen Partridge, Ken Clear, Millicent Clear,  

Anotonio Ziino, Maureen Frances DuBock, Peter Hamer, John Hulme, Catherine Randazzo, Jeanette 

Robert, Olga Novinc, Kieth Balantyne, Kim Geraghty, Dawn Lucas, James Barry, Greg Morrison,  

Glyneth  Middlemiss, Brian Middlemiss, Errol Cole, Mary D’Arcy, Janine Capell, Winifred Stephenson. 
 

May the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of our Lord, Rest in Peace. Amen. 
   

 

 

           
  

The Divine Mercy of Jesus – 3 O’clock Prayer “The Hour of Great Mercy” 
Jesus said: Call upon My mercy on behalf of sinners; I desire their salvation. When you say this prayer, 

with a contrite heart and with faith on behalf of some sinner, I will give that person the grace of 
conversion. This is the prayer; “O Blood and Water which gushed forth from the Heart of Jesus as a 

Fount of Mercy for us, I trust in you.”  
 

The Divine Mercy Chaplet is prayed before Mass on Sunday and Adoration and Benediction on 

every First Friday at 8.30am Merimbula Church; First Sunday 3:00pm at Eden 

VACANCY:  Parish Secretary  
Applicants are invited to apply for the position Parish 

Secretary for St Peter’s Parish, Pambula (Merimbula). 

This is a part-time permanent position from 9:30am to 

1:30pm each day, Wednesday to Friday each week.  

Essential Requirements: 

Experience with financial & database packages. 

Strong communication and liaison skills 

Strong organisational skills 

Ability to work in a team environment and take  

direction. 

Understanding and respect for the Catholic Church 

and its teachings. 

Experience in an office environment. 

Salary will be subject to Clerk Award Level 4/5. Please 

email pambula@cg.org.au or phone 

0435 036 236 for a copy of the selection criteria and 

duty statement. Application and Resume may be 

addressed to: 

The Parish Priest of St Peter’s Parish Pambula. 

PO Box 249 

MERIMBULA NSW 2548 

Applications close Friday April 9, 2021. 
(Please note change of closing date from last week’s Newsletter) 

 

 

 

 

Please advise the Office if you would like to be added to or taken off the list for prayers. 

mailto:pambula@cg.org.au
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MARRIAGE PREPARATION 
Do you want newly engaged couples to be able to make 

a go of their marriage? Do you wonder what can be done 

to help them in this? Here’s a marriage preparation 

program that works. Fr Rob Ruhnke, a Redemptorist priest 

in the USA, has spent years developing a program for 

marriage preparation, “For Better & For Ever”, which 

doesn’t rely on couples devoting enormous amounts of 

time to marriage prep involvement, but works instead with 

the relationship between a couple approaching marriage, 

and a couple who have lived their marriage for some 

years – with both learning from each other. Rob’s program 

doesn’t stop at the wedding, but invites the relationship to 

continue for about 2 years. It’s in that time that couples 

begin to find challenges to their relationship – and are 

often afraid to talk with anyone about it, because it might 

show that their marriage is ‘on the rocks’. It’s a time when 

couples can learn that these challenges are a normal part 

of marriage, of our rough edges being rubbed off so 

together we can move from our individual ‘families of 

origin’ to the new ‘family of origin’ that the couple is 

developing together. It provides newly married couples a 

trusted relationship wherein they can talk about their 

reality, learn that it is normal, and find, from someone who 

has lived it, ways to use those challenging times to 

develop a new and stronger relationship. Rob has learned, 

during covid-19, that the training for mentor couples can 

now be done entirely by Zoom, so couples the world over 

can become involved, be mentors. You are invited to go 

online to http://marriagepreparation.com, where you can 

read about the program, watch several videos, etc. 

                                                             

 

Save The Date 

Important Dates for Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
 

Parent inFORMATION Evening #1 

Wednesday 12th May  

St Joseph’s Church, Merimbula 6pm -7:30pm  

(Supper provided, child-minding available) 

Please RSVP to 

Antoinette.Woods@cg.catholic.edu.au for 

catering purposes. 
 

Enrolment Mass 

Saturday 22 May & Sunday 23 May  

Eden’s Our Lady Star of the Sea 5:00pm 

Saturday and  

St Joseph’s Church, Merimbula 10:00am Sunday 
 

Parent inFORMATION Evening #2 TBC 

Wednesday, 16 June  
St Joseph’s Church, Merimbula 6:00pm - 7:30pm 

(Supper provided, child-minding available) 
 

Family Masses 

Saturdays and Sundays in May, June, July and 

August Sat 5pm Eden/Sunday 10am Merimbula 

Jobs will be allocated so children play an active 

role in the Mass.  

If you are unable to attend you need to let Fr 

Pale know beforehand by emailing him on 

Pale.Leota@cg.org.au   
 

Thursday 29 July TBC - Confirmation Retreat Day  

Our Lady Star of the Sea Church, Eden 

9:15am - 2:30pm.  

All students making their Confirmation attend 

this day. The College bus will transport students 

from LCCC.   

Other students arrange their own transport to 

and from the Church.  
 

Sacrament of Confirmation: Sunday 8 August  

St Joseph’s Church, Merimbula 10:00am 

 

Catholic Theological College 
Newman and the Nineteenth 

Century Church 
Online unit via zoom on 12 

Saturday mornings 
Lecturer:  Rev. Prof. Austin 

Cooper OMI AM 
Audit, Undergraduate and 

Postgraduate Options available 
Enquiries: Dr Rosemary 

Canavan, Academic Dean 
T: 9412 3333 

  E: dean@ctc.edu.au 

 

HOLY WEEK SERVICES – THE SACRED PASCHAL TRIDUUM 

Chrism Mass: Join the Archbishop and the Clergy of the Archdiocese on Monday 29 March 2021 at 5pm 

in St Christopher’s Cathedral, Forrest, for this most important Holy Week ceremony.  

Bookings are essential and will be taken from 1pm Friday 26th using the following link: link 

www.trybooking.com/BPFAJ      

7:00pm: The Lord’s Last Supper; Holy Thursday at Merimbula, adoration until 10pm     

11:00am: Stations of the Cross on Good Friday: Eden and Lumen Christi Catholic College Hall (Pambula 

Beach Road) Day of obligation, fasting and abstinence 

3:00pm: The Passion of our Lord, Veneration of the Cross at Lumen Christi College Hall 

6:00pm:  Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday at Eden 

8:00am & 10:00am: Easter Sunday at Lumen Christi Catholic College Hall 
 

Flowers at St Joseph’s Merimbula: roster numbers need boosting. If you would like to join the ladies on 

the flower roster for St Joseph’s, please call Helen on 0400 304 044. 

http://marriagepreparation.com/
mailto:Antoinette.Woods@cg.catholic.edu.au
mailto:Pale.Leota@cg.org.au
mailto:dean@ctc.edu.au
http://www.trybooking.com/BPFAJ
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Phil 4:6-9LITURGY OF THE W 

  

First Reading   Is 50:4-7 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
I did not cover my face against insult and I know I will not be 
ashamed. 

The Lord has given me a disciple’s tongue. 

So that I may know how to reply to the wearied he 

provides me with speech. 

Each morning he wakes me to hear, to listen like a 

disciple. The Lord has opened my ear. 

For my part, I made no resistance, neither did I turn 

away. I offered my back to those who struck me, 

my cheeks to those who tore at my beard; I did not 

cover my face against insult and spittle. 

The Lord comes to my help, so that I am untouched 

by the insults. So, too, I set my face like flint; I know I 

shall not be shamed. 
 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 21:8-9. 17-20. 23-24. R. v.2 (R.) 
My God, my God, why have you abandoned me? 
  

1. All who see me deride me 

   They curl their lips, they toss their heads. 

   ‘He trusted in the Lord, let him save him; 

    let him release him if this is his friend.’ (R.) 

 

2. Many dogs have surrounded me, 

    a band of the wicked beset me. 

    They tear holes in my hands and my feet. 

    I can count every one of my bones. (R.) 

 

3. They divide my clothing among them. 

     They cast lots for my robe. 

     O Lord, do not leave me alone, 

     my strength, make haste to help me! (R.) 

 

4. I will tell of your name to my brethren 

     and praise you where they are assembled. 

     ‘You who fear the Lord give him praise; 

     all sons of Jacob, give him glory. 

      Revere him, Israel’s sons.’ (R.) 
 

Second Reading Phil 2:6-11 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians 

He humbled himself to become like us and God raised him on high. 

His state was divine, yet Christ Jesus did not cling 

to his equality with God but emptied himself 

to assume the condition of a slave, and became as 

men are, and being as all men are, he was humbler 

yet, even to accepting death, death on  

a cross. 

But God raised him high and gave him the name 

which is above all other names so that all beings 

in the heavens, on earth and in the underworld, 

should bend the knee at the name of Jesus 

and that every tongue should acclaim Jesus  

Christ as Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 

 

Gospel Acclamation Phil 2:8-9 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 

Christ became obedient for us even to death 

dying on the cross. Therefore God raised him on high 

and gave him a name above all other names. 

 

Gospel Mk 15:1-39 
The passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark 

First thing in the morning, the chief priests together  

with the elders and the scribes, In short, the whole 

Sanhedrin, had their plan ready. They had Jesus  

bound and took him away and handed him over to 

Pilate. Pilate questioned him, ‘Are you the king of the 

Jews?’ ‘It is you who say it’ he answered. And the  

chief priests brought many accusations against him. 

Pilate questioned him again, ‘Have you no reply at  

all? See how many accusations they are bringing 

against you!’ But to Pilate’s amazement, Jesus made 

no further reply.  

 

At festival time Pilate used to release a prisoner for 

them, anyone they asked for. Now a man called 

Barabbas was then in prison with the rioters who had 

committed murder during the uprising. When the 

crowd went up and began to ask Pilate the  

customary favour, Pilate answered them, ‘Do you  

want me to release for you the king of the Jews?’ For  

he realised it was out of jealousy that the chief priests 

had handed Jesus over.  

 

The chief priests, however, had incited the crowd to 

demand that he should release Barabbas for them 

instead. The Pilate spoke again. ‘But in that case,’ he 

said to them ‘what am I  

to do with the man you call king of the Jews?’ They 

shouted back, ‘Crucify him!’ ‘Why?’ Pilate asked 

them ‘What harm has he done?’ But they shouted all 

the louder, ‘Crucify him!’ So Pilate, anxious to 

placate the crowd, released Barabbas for them 

and, having ordered Jesus to be scourged, handed 

him over to be crucified. 

 

The soldiers led him away to the inner part of the 

palace, that is, the Praetorium, and called the whole 

cohort together. They dressed him in purple, twisted 

some thorns into a crown and put it on him. And 

they began saluting him, ‘Hail, king of the Jews!’ 

They struck his head with a reed and spat on him; 

and they went down on their knees to do him 

homage. And when they had finished making fun of 

him, they took off the purple and dressed him in his 

own clothes. 

They led him out to crucify him. They enlisted a 

passer-by, Simon of Cyrene, father of Alexander and 

Rufus, who was coming in from the country, to carry 

his cross.  
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They brought Jesus to the place called 

Golgotha, which means the place of the 

skull. 
 

They offered him wine mixed with myrrh, but 

he refused it. Then they crucified him, and 

shared out his clothing, casting lots to decide 

what each should get. It was the third hour 

when they crucified him. The inscription 

giving the charge against him read: ‘The King 

of the Jews.’ And they crucified two robbers 

with him, one on his right and one on his left. 

The passers-by jeered at him; they shook their 

heads and said, ‘Aha! So you would destroy 

the Temple and rebuild it in three days! Then 

save yourself: come down from the cross!’ 

The chief priests and the scribes mocked him 

among themselves in the same way. ‘He 

saved others,’ they said ‘he cannot save 

himself. Let the Christ, the King of Israel, come 

down from the cross now, for us to see it and 

believe.’ Even those who were crucified with 

him taunted him. 

 

When the sixth hour came there was 

darkness over the whole land until the ninth 

hour. And at the ninth hour Jesus cried out in 

a loud voice, ‘Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?’ 

which means, ‘My God, my God, why have 

you deserted me?’ When some of those who 

stood by heard this they said, ‘Listen, he is 

calling on Elijah’. Someone ran and soaked a 

sponge in vinegar and, putting it on a reed, 

gave it him to drink saying, ‘Wait and see if 

Elijah will come to take him down.’ But Jesus 

gave a loud cry and breathed his last. 
 

All kneel and pause a moment. 
 

And the veil of the Temple was torn in two 

from top to bottom. The centurion, who was 

standing in front of him, had seen how he 

had died, and he said, ‘In truth this man was 

a son of God.’ 
 

 

Entrance Antiphon 

Cf. Jn 12: 1, 12-13; Ps 23: 9-10 
 

Six days before the Passover, when the Lord 

came into the city of Jerusalem, the children 

ran to meet him; in their hands they carried 

palm branches and with a loud voice cried 

out: 
 

* Hosanna in the highest! 

Blessed are you, who have come in your 

abundant mercy! 

O gates, lift high your heads; grow higher, 

ancient doors. 

Let him enter, the king of glory! 

Who is this king of glory? 

He, the Lord of hosts, he is the king of glory. 

* Hosanna in the highest! 

Blessed are you, who have come in your 

abundant mercy! 
 

Communion Antiphon Mt 26:42 

Father, if this chalice cannot pass without my 

drinking it, your will be done. 

 

N.B. The Communion Antiphon is omitted 

when a hymn is played. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


